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CONSERVATION AREA DEDICATED IN HANSON AND HALIFAX 
1,638-ACRE Burrage Pond Wildlife Management Area 

 
HALIFAX— Bob Durand, Secretary of Environmental Affairs, David Peters, Commissioner of the 

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law Enforcement (DFWELE), and other 

officials and open space protection advocates dedicated the 1,638-acre Burrage Pond Wildlife 

Management Area (WMA) at a ceremony in Halifax today. 

 “This open space is truly unique because of its great size, the variety of natural resources it 

supports, and its location in Southeastern Massachusetts, where large areas of open space are being 

developed at a rapid rate,” said Secretary Durand. “I would like to thank Northland Cranberries 

officials, who saw the value in protecting this land and worked with us throughout the acquisition 

process.”  

 “This property is fantastic wildlife habitat for deer, wild turkey, raptors, waterfowl, wading 

birds, and many other species,” said Commissioner Peters.  “This acquisition will be immensely 

popular with people who enjoy hunting, fishing, hiking and bird watching, and the property offers 

tremendous opportunities for habitat restoration that will benefit rare wildlife species including certain 

plants, insects, reptiles, amphibians and birds that depend on shallow water marshes and open fields.” 

 The new Burrage Pond WMA, located in the towns of Hanson and Halifax, contains substantial 

open water, a series of cranberry bogs, hundreds of acres of grasslands, red maple and cedar swamps, 

and forested uplands. The open character of the land is highly unusual in Massachusetts and provides 

exceptional wildlife viewing opportunities, while the ponds provide good warm water fishing. 

Protection of the property will also allow the Bay Circuit Alliance to formally establish a link in the 

Bay Circuit Trail through the management area. Nearly 600 acres of existing protected open space 

managed by the Massachusetts Audubon Society, the town of Hanson, and the Wildlands Trust of 

Southeastern Massachusetts are located in the vicinity of the 1,638-acre WMA.  



  The DFWELE purchased the property from Northland Cranberries, Inc. for $4 million. Open 

space bonds appropriated by the Massachusetts Legislature provided $3,241,000 of the funds for the 

project and the Wildlands Stamp provided the remaining $759,000 toward the project. The Wildlands 

Stamp is funded by a $5.00 charge on all fishing, hunting, sporting and trapping licenses sold in 

Massachusetts by the Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, or MassWildlife. The account provides about 

$1.3 million annually and its proceeds are dedicated solely to land protection. 

The department protected a total of 10,800 acres of open space in the past fiscal year at a cost 

of about $17.4 million. MassWildlife manages more than 160,000 acres of wildlife habitat in the 

Commonwealth to benefit wildlife and to provide outdoor recreation for Massachusetts’ citizens. 

MassWildlife will manage the Burrage Pond WMA through its Southeast District office. The agency is 

looking into ways to actively manage the bogs and grasslands to promote biodiversity of wildlife 

species on the property. 

  Many local and statewide groups that supported the acquisition of the Northland 

property were present at the dedication ceremony. Representatives of the Wildlands Trust of 

Southeastern Massachusetts, the Bay Circuit Alliance, the Massachusetts Sportsmen’s Council, The 

Trustees of Reservations, the Massachusetts Audubon Society, and the Jones River Watershed 

Association actively supported the acquisition. 
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